
                                                  
OUR STEWARDSHIP ... December 18, 2022   

Church Membership........341      Budget......................580,000 

Sunday School.................N/A      Needed.....................568,846 

Early Service …..……..39   Offering Sunday..........11,797 

Contemporary ……….79 To Date……………….....585,673 

Morning Service.......99 Over Budget….............16,827 

Combined…………..…………217 Christ Child.................12,119 
+ those watching on social media /Maxxsouth/website   
 
 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 

Read Your Bible Daily 

Wednesday, December 21            Micah 4-5; Revelation 12 

 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 

    12:00 p.m. Staff Lunch in Friendship Hall 

 6:00 p.m. Youth Christmas Party 

 Thursday, December 22                Micah 6-7; Revelation 13

  

Friday, December 23                         Nahum; Revelation 14 

CHURCH OFFICE WILL CLOSE AT NOON 

Saturday, December 24                 Habakkuk; Revelation 15  

5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Sunday, December 25                  Zephaniah; Revelation 16 

11:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship in Sanctuary 

Monday, December 26                      Haggai; Revelation 17 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday, December 27           Zechariah 1-4; Revelation 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD: Peggy Snow and Gail Warner 

  

BROADCASTS/REBROADCASTS On Sunday we have both the 

Contemporary Worship at 8:45 a.m. and the Morning Worship at 

11 a.m. live streamed on our Facebook page: Louisville First 

Methodist Church. (Live streamed events stay available on the  

Facebook page for you to watch at your convenience.)   

   

Both services are also broadcast live on MaxxSouth Channel 18 

(if you have a box) or Channel 18.1 (if yours is plugged directly 

into your TV.)   

   

Rebroadcast of the 11 am service can be seen every Sunday at 

7:30 p.m. on Channel 18 and heard at 6:00 p.m. every Sunday on 

WLSMFM 107.1. You can listen to the delayed broadcast of the 

previous Sunday’s Contemporary Service each Sunday at 12:00 

noon on WLSM-FM 107.1.   

   

You can now find podcasts and rebroadcasts of live worship 

services on our web page: www.fmclms.org. This is especially 

important for those who do not have Facebook.   

   

Church Email: 1stmethch@bellsouth.net 

Church phone: 662-773-8064    Fax: 662-773-8065 

Pastor’s Cell: 662-803-9421   Email: newlie.long@gmail.com 

Facebook page: Louisville First Methodist Church 

Website: www.fmclms.org   

Remind: Text @lfmcfam2 to 81010 

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 

Of LOUISVILLE 

P. O. Box 523  

Louisville, Mississippi 39339  

  

Rev. Newlie Long, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Mike Childs, Pastor Emeritus 

Chris Zirlott, Youth Pastor  

Carol Clark, Children’s Director  

Mr. Jerry Nance, Minister of Music 

 

DECEMBER 21, 2022 

 

  

Join us in celebrating the coming of 

the Light of the World this Christmas 

Eve at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

 

We will NOT have a nursery for this service. 
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FROM THE PASTOR 
For so many Christmas is a weird mix of emotions. As 
a young kid it was magical, then my parents divorced. 
You are excited at first at the idea of two sets of gifts 
as a greedy kid, but as a teenager you realize the 
emotional strain all the back and forth takes and 
Christmas became a labor. Christmas changed in 
meaning when I came to faith at 17. I rediscovered the 
joy of Christmas morning through the eyes of my 
children. Part of our family gathering this year will be 
celebrating the home going of my grandmother. 
Christmas is joy and pain and longing all rolled into 
one. We are thankful for all the blessings we have 
been given, but acutely aware of who we are missing.  
 
I write this as a reminder that holidays are wonderful 
joyous occasions, but also difficult ones for others. 
Who can you include in your family celebration that 
needs to be a part of a family this Christmas? One of 
the amazing things about my grandmother was how 
she cared and included everyone. Two doors down 
from her was a widow, Helga. She was a stout German 
woman who had married a serviceman and moved to 
the states with him. Gran began to include her in 
family gatherings since all of her family lived far off. 
She became our German grandmother and before 
long it wasn’t a gathering without her! It is the little 
things that often mean the most. We share our time, 
our talents, and sometimes even our families. 
Christmas morning is a celebration of God sharing his 
family with us! 
 
This Saturday we will have our candlelight and 
communion service at 5:00 PM. Please join us with 
your extended family and maybe a neighbor or two 
that could use some Christmas love. Sunday morning 
the only service will be at 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary. 
This will be a shorter service and there will be no 
Sunday School or nursery provided. Young children 
will not be a distraction, they will be a joy as we 
celebrate what God has done! 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Youth Christmas Party will be Wednesday, December 
21st at 6 p.m. Bring a tailgate finger food and a gift 
(something from your room) to play Dirty Santa. If you 
have any questions, contact Chris Zirlott. 
 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
The Church Office will close at noon on Friday, 
December 23rd and be closed all day on Monday, 
December 26th in observance of Christmas. 
 
On Sunday, December 25th, 
we will have a Combined 
Worship Service at 11 a.m. 
There will NOT be a nursery at 
this service. There will be no 
other activities at the church 
that day. 
 
There will be no Wednesday evening activities on 
December 28th. Prayer Meeting, Women’s Bible Study, 
and Man Church will resume on January 4th.  
 
We will have a combined 11 o’clock service on Sunday, 
January 1st. Sunday School classes should decide if 
they would like to meet that day or not. There will be 
no other activities at the church that day. 
 
 

WELCOME LITTLE ONE 
Taylor Alexander and Ethan Hamilton are the proud 

parents of a baby girl, Lillie Ruth. Her grandparents 
are Christy and Lee Verry and great grandparents are 
Elaine and Tommie Jefcoat. 

 
DIAPER DROP BOX 

There is a Diaper Drop Box in Friendship Hall for which 
to put your gifts of diapers, wipes, or other baby 
necessities to help welcome Lillie Ruth Hamilton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEDERAL LAW 
Please note: Federal law requires that all donations 
given to the church for tax purposes must be 
submitted to the church office by December 31st. 

 
THE GIVER 

Many Christian families struggle with what role — if 
any — Santa Claus should play in their Christmas 
celebrations. No matter what you decide, it’s 
fascinating to know the history of the real-life St. 
Nicholas. 
Born about 270 A.D., Nicholas was a bishop in Myra, 
or modern-day Turkey. In the year 325, he was part of 
the Council of Nicaea, which produced the Nicene 
Creed. 
Nicholas, known for his generosity, often gave away 

his money anonymously. 
According to tradition, he 
secretly provided dowries for 
the three daughters of a 
bankrupt merchant. Nicholas 
threw two bags of gold 
through open windows and 
placed the third in a stocking 

hanging by the fireplace to 
dry. Thus began the 
Christmas tradition of placing 
gifts in stockings.  

St. Nicholas is quoted as saying, “The giver of every 
good and perfect gift has called upon us to mimic 
God’s giving, by grace, through faith, and this is not 
of ourselves.” 


