
                                                  
OUR STEWARDSHIP ... December 4, 2022   

Church Membership........341      Budget......................580,000 

Sunday School...................96      Needed.....................546,538 

Early Service …..……..N/A   Offering Sunday..........18,177 

Contemporary ……….60 To Date……………….....547,042 

Morning Service......186 Over Budget…..................504 

Combined…………..…………246 
+ those watching on social media /Maxxsouth/website   
 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 
Read Your Bible Daily 

Wednesday, December 7                          Daniel 5-7; 2 John 
 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
    10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 3:00 p.m. Afterschool Children’s Activities 
  6:00 p.m. Bible Study in Parlor 
    Women’s Bible Study in YANSY Room 
    Man Church 
    Youth Activities 
    Children’s Activities 
 Thursday, December 8                            Daniel 8-10; 3 John 
 
Friday, December 9                                  Daniel 11-12; Jude 
 
Saturday, December 10                  Hosea 1-4; Revelation 1  
Carl Jackson Concert in CLC 
Sunday, December 11                    Hosea 5-8; Revelation 2 
 7:45 a.m. Praise Band Practice 
 8:45 a.m. Early Worship in Friendship Hall 
  Contemporary Worship in Sanctuary 
      9:45 a.m.    Sunday School 

Handbell Choir Practice 
11:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship in Sanctuary 

        5:00 p.m.    Youth Activities 
Monday, December 12                Hosea 9-11; Revelation 3 
      1:30 p.m. Methodist Women in Friendship Hall 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 
Tuesday, December 13              Hosea 12-14; Revelation 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD: Peggy Snow and Gail Warner 

  

BROADCASTS/REBROADCASTS On Sunday we have both the 

Contemporary Worship at 8:45 a.m. and the Morning Worship at 

11 a.m. live streamed on our Facebook page: Louisville First 

Methodist Church. (Live streamed events stay available on the  

Facebook page for you to watch at your convenience.)   

   

Both services are also broadcast live on MaxxSouth Channel 18 

(if you have a box) or Channel 18.1 (if yours is plugged directly 

into your TV.)   

   

Rebroadcast of the 11 am service can be seen every Sunday at 

7:30 p.m. on Channel 18 and heard at 6:00 p.m. every Sunday on 

WLSMFM 107.1. You can listen to the delayed broadcast of the 

previous Sunday’s Contemporary Service each Sunday at 12:00 

noon on WLSM-FM 107.1.   

   

You can now find podcasts and rebroadcasts of live worship 

services on our web page: www.fmclms.org. This is especially 

important for those who do not have Facebook.   

   

Church Email: 1stmethch@bellsouth.net 

Church phone: 662-773-8064    Fax: 662-773-8065 

Pastor’s Cell: 662-803-9421   Email: newlie.long@gmail.com 

Facebook page: Louisville First Methodist Church 

Website: www.fmclms.org   

Remind: Text @lfmcfam2 to 81010 

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 

Of LOUISVILLE 

P. O. Box 523  

Louisville, Mississippi 39339  

  

Rev. Newlie Long, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Mike Childs, Pastor Emeritus 

Chris Zirlott, Youth Pastor  

Carol Clark, Children’s Director  

Mr. Jerry Nance, Minister of Music 
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MANY HAPPY RETURNS 

Somehow, not only for Christmas,  

But all the long year through,  

The joy that you give to others,  

Is the joy that comes back to you. 

And the more you spend in blessing 

The poor and lonely and sad,  

The more of your heart’s possessing 

Returns to you glad. 

—John Greenleaf Whittier 
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FROM THE PASTOR 
What an amazing program yesterday at the 11:00 
service!  A special thanks to Bro. Jerry for all his hard 
work and to all the musicians willing to share their 
talents with us. It gets me even more excited to have 
our children lead us in worship on Sunday, Dec. 18th! 
Their special program will be that evening at 6:00 PM. 
December 18th will also be our Christ Child Offering. 
This will be your chance to give Jesus a birthday gift by 
placing it in a manger. I would encourage you to begin 
praying now about what God would have you do for 
this special blessing.  
 
This Saturday is also one of those special traditions in 
Louisville, the Carl Jackson concert! We are again 
hosting it here until the Strand Theater is complete. If 
you have not bought a ticket yet, go by the Chamber of 
Commerce and get yours! 
 
This is also one of those years where Christmas and 
New Years fall on Sunday. I cannot think of a better way 
to celebrate than to worship together. We will have our 
Christmas Eve service on Saturday, December 24th, at 
5:00 PM. We will have a combined worship service on 
Sunday, December 25th at 11:00 AM, with no Sunday 
School. On January 1st, we will again have a combined 
worship service at 11:00 AM and Sunday School classes 
will meet as they desire. All three of these services will 
be special in the life of our church as we join together 
as one body, in one service, to celebrate our Savior and 
what He desires for us in the coming year. Don’t miss 
any of it if you can help it! 

 
CALLOWAY BIBLE STUDY CLASS 

The Calloway Sunday School Class invites anyone who 
would like to participate in their new Bible Study on the 
book of Romans led by Charles Bond. It begins at 9:45 
a.m. in the Parlor. 

 
METHODIST WOMEN 

Methodist Women will meet at 1:30 p.m. on Monday, 
December 12th in the Sunshine Room. 

CHRISMON TREE 
Chrismon is a word that stands for Christ monogram, 
usually Greek letters such as the Chi Rho 
symbol shown here. A Chrismon tree is an 
evergreen decorated with white and gold 
Chrismons (ornaments based on signs or 
symbols of Christ usually made of 
styrofoam, cardboard, or felt). Chrismons 
are traditionally white and gold, because white is the 
color for purity and gold symbolizes value, worth and 
God’s majesty and splendor. The Christmas tree is an 
evergreen because evergreens remain that color all year, 
symbolizing eternal life, and white lights cover the tree, 
symbolizing Jesus as the light of the world. These signs 
and symbols uniquely serve to turn our attention to 
Christ, especially at this time of year as we celebrate the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus.  
 
Take a look at these examples of the symbols used as 
Chrismons and found in churches all year long:  
The hand represents God the Father. Throughout 

Scripture, the right hand symbolizes 
strength, victory and protection. The 
three fingers pointing up represent 
the three persons of the Trinity, and 
the circle around it is called a 
nimbus. In Christmas artwork, Jesus, 
Mary, Joseph and the angels are 

often portrayed with a nimbus around their heads as a 
sign of sanctity, but Jesus’ nimbus contains three rays 
within it to represent deity.  
 
The dove represents the Holy Spirit. 
At Jesus’ Baptism, “the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily form, 
like a dove; and a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased’” (Luke 
3:22). The dove is pointing 
downward as a symbol of the Holy Spirit descending 
from heaven to live in us. Notice again the three-rayed 
nimbus. 

DIAPER DROP BOXES 
There are Diaper Drop Boxes in Friendship Hall for which 
to put your gifts of diapers, wipes, or other baby 
necessities to help welcome Annie James Dempsey and 
Perry Kate Sims. 

 
POINSETTIAS 

The Altar Guild invites you to place Poinsettias in the 
sanctuary in memory of or in honor of a loved one on 
December 18th and 25th. Call your florist to order it. Ask 
that they be wrapped in green foil with a red ribbon. 
They should be delivered to the church Friday, 
December 16th. You will also need to call or text the 
church office with your “in honor” or “in memory” 
information for the bulletin by Wednesday, December 
14th.  
 

HELP WINSTON CO. FOSTER CHILDREN 
Over the last 6 years members of First Methodist Church 
have generously donated approximately $17,000 to help 
make the Christmas season brighter for our children in 
foster care. Once again, we are seeking donations for 
our Winston County foster children who are in the 
protective custody of Child Protection Services. Your 
donations will allow our social workers to purchase 
Christmas gifts and other needed items for our foster 
children that the State of Mississippi does not 
supply. Our foster children are some of the most 
vulnerable members of our society and each of these 
precious children needs our love and support. If anyone 
wants to donate to this need, please make your check 
payable to “Winston County Child Protection Services” 
(or “Winston Co. CPS” for a shorter version). Please do 
not mark anything on the “For” or “Memo” line on the 
check so the money can be deposited into the CPS 
undesignated funds account for internal bookkeeping 
purposes. The social workers can then use these funds 
to purchase Christmas gifts for our foster children. This 
year our goal is to raise $3,000 to make this Christmas 
season the best ever for our foster children. You may 
deliver your checks to the church office or to Hathorn 
Law Office. Thank you so much for your help! 


