
Louisville
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

ALTAR GUILD: Maria Hartness & Nan Hartness

BROADCASTS/REBROADCASTS
On Sunday we will have both the Contemporary Worship at
8:45 a.m. and the Morning Worship at 11 a.m. Live streamed
on our Facebook page: Louisville First Methodist Church.
(Live streamed events stay available on the Facebook
pagefor you to watch at your convenience.)
The 11 o’clock is also broadcast live on MaxxSouth Channel
18 (if you have a box) or Channel 18.1 if yours is plugged
directly into your TV.)
Rebroadcast of the 11 am service can be seen every
Sunday at 7:30 p.m. on Channel 18 and heard at 6:00
p.m. every Sunday on WLSM-FM 107.1. You can listen
to the delayed broadcast of the previous Sunday’s
Contemporary Service each Sunday at 12:00 noon on
WLSM-FM 107.1.
You can now find podcasts and rebroadcasts of live worship
services on our web page: www.fmclms.org. This is especially
important for those who do not have Facebook.

Church Email: 1stmethch@bellsouth.net
Pastor's Cell: 662-542-1862

Pastor's Email: mikechilds54@att.net
Associate Pastor’s Cell: 662-803-9421

Associate Pastor’s Email: newlie.long@gmail.com
Facebook page: Louisville First Methodist Church

Website: www.fmclms.org
Remind: Text @lfmcfam2 to 81010

February 24, 2021

Church Membership........303
Sunday School .................. 57
Morning Worship.............. 32+
Early Worship .................... 20
Contemporary Worship ..57+

+those watching on
social media

Budget.........................550,000
Needed......................  84,615
Offering Sunday..........  9,553
To Date........................ 73,594
Under Budget............. (11,021)

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK
Read Your Bible Daily

Wednesday, February 24             Numbers 7-8; Mark 4:21-41
6:00 p.m.  Ash Wednesday service in sanctuary
     & Facebook Live

(Youth & Children will participate in Ash Wednesday)
 7:00 p.m. Ladies Bible Study in Parlor
Thursday, February 25                 Numbers 9-11; Mark 5:1-20

Friday, February 26                  Numbers 12-14; Mark 5:21-43

Saturday, February 27              Numbers 15-16; Mark 6:1-29

Sunday, February 28                  Numbers 17-19; Mark 6:30-56
2ND SUNDAY IN LENT
8:45 a.m.  Contemporary Worship in CLC
                             (also live on FaceBook)
  Early Worship (Friendship Hall)
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship in Sanctuary
          (also live Facebook/MaxxSouth)
 6:00 p.m. Youth Discipleship Groups in FH

Monday, March 1                     Numbers 20-22; Mark 7:1-13

Tuesday, March 2                    Numbers 23-25; Mark 7:14-37
  10:30 a.m. Backpacks of Hope: Whitehall

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. -12 noon 1 - 4:30 p.m.
PHONE: 662-773-8064

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. Box 523

Louisville, Mississippi 39339

Rev. Mike Childs, Senior Pastor
Rev. Newlie Long,

Associate Pastor & Youth
Mr. Jerry Nance, Minister of Music

OUR STEWARDSHIP ... February 21, 2021

ASH WEDNESDAY PRAYER

Merciful God, you called us forth from the dust of
the earth; you claimed us for Christ in the waters of
baptism. Look upon us as we enter these Forty Days
bearing the mark of ashes, and bless our journey
through the desert of Lent to the font of rebirth.
May our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; our prayer, the chant of humble
and grateful hearts.

—Catholic Household Blessings and PrayersOur
Lenten focus



ASH WEDNESDAY TONIGHT
We were unable to celebrate Ash Wednesday last week
due to inclement weather and icy road conditions. This is
such a meaningful time for many in our church that we
decided to do something unconventional. We will
celebrate Ash Wednesday TONIGHT at 6 o’clock in the
sanctuary.  Everyone – including youth and children – are
invited to participate with us for this special service and
resume their regular activities next Wedneday.

“GOD OF CREATION” STUDY
The Ladies Bible Study continue their study of “God of
Creation” by Jen Wilkins on Wednesday at 7 p.m.  in the
Parlor.

FIRST SUNDAY MISSION LUNCH
The Mission Committee is considering starting our First
Sunday lunches again. On March 7, the meal will be
prepared by Kelly Black and placed in individual plates
before arriving at the church.  You may pick up your meal
by driving through the west side parking lot.  The meal will
be $8 per plate.   The first meal menu will be Parmesan
Chicken Cutlets, Ranch Red Potatoes, Lemonade Green
Beans, Yeast Rolls, and Chocolate Cake. Reservations are
required and should be made NO LATER than March 3.

HYMN BOOKS & CHOIR PRACTICE
If anyone would like to “adopt” a hymnal in memory or
in honor of someone, there are still some available.
Contact the church office. Cost is $16.

As soon as it is safe and we all get our vaccinations, we
will restart choir practice.

FOSTER CARE
If you feel called to make a difference in the life of an
at-risk child(ren) by fostering or becoming a part of the
support network to families that are fostering, you can
find a table set up in the CLC with information about the
what and the who of foster care.

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
by Newlie Long

Our youth summer camp is scheduled for May 30-June 4
at Ft. Walton Beach.  We will leave Sunday after church
and eat supper on the way down.  Monday through
Thursday we will partner with Fresh Start for Children and
Families.  They help homeless families get back on their
feet again and run a thrift store.  We will also have Bible
study, hit the beach, and enjoy being on the coast of
Florida.

We have rented a very LARGE home that sleeps 35.

The trip is open to upcoming 7th graders through
graduating seniors.  Parents, yes, I need chaperones,
cooks, and Bible study leaders, so sign up too!

Cost is $100 to register.  We are still building activities, food
costs, and all that fun stuff, but our goal is to keep it under
$375.

Registration link: https://forms.gle/RJi61UsffJ1XQg9m6

2021 PROGRAM BOOK
Debra is back in the office and preparation for the 2021
Program Booklet is underway.  We are trying to
communicate with each family to confirm your family
and contact information.  If you know of a change since
last year, please go ahead and contact the church office
and let us know.  This includes change of address, phone
numbers, and persons living at your address.

Hope to have them on the press as early as next week!

FASTING FROM CRITICALNESS
Most fasting involves temporarily giving up something you
enjoy. When you long for a cookie or a favorite show, you
instead turn your attention to God, reorienting yourself to
his best.

Catherine Marshall, in A Closer Walk, presents a different
approach she calls fasting from “criticalness.” God dealt
with her judgmental spirit by prompting her to spend 24
hours without criticizing “anyone about anything.” At first,
Marshall felt rather empty when she didn’t engage in a
heated political debate. But friends and family didn’t
seem to miss her comments. Plus, God replaced the
energy she’d spent attempting to correct others with
energy and creativity to positively influence them.

A critical spirit can make us lose perspective, joy and
even relationships. It also can prevent the good work God
wants to achieve through us. Consider what could
happen as a result of your own “criticalness fast.” Pray for
God to do the correcting while you focus on building up
others.  —Janna Firestone

ALWAYS CHOOSE LOVE
God wants us to choose to love him freely, even when
that choice involves pain, because we are committed to
him, not to our own good feelings and rewards. He wants
us to cleave to him, as Job did, even when we have every
reason to deny him hotly. That, I believe, is the central
message of Job.

Satan had taunted God with the accusation that humans
are not truly free. Was Job being faithful simply because
God had allowed him a prosperous life? Job’s fiery trials
proved the answer beyond doubt. Job clung to God’s
justice when he was the best example in history of God’s
apparent injustice. He did not seek the Giver because of
his gifts; when all gifts were removed, he still sought the
Giver.    --Philip Yancey, Where Is God When It Hurts?


